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Upcoming Classes
‘ Isaiah ‘ '

eremiah, FEzekiel, the Twelve

Psalms & Proverbs
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Alternately: Read primary text...and annotations

...or just come to class
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Chapter J: The Early Israelite Prophets: Amos, SeEsssu 4
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Isaiah of Jerusalem, Jeremiah, Hosea, Micah, -

= Zephaniah, Habakkuk 8
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?Chapter 6: The Historians and Prophets of The Blble

EXile al’ld Return: Ezra aﬂd Nehemiah, SGCOHd A HISTORICAL AND LITERARY INTRODUCTION
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‘ 7 Flfty men of the company ol prophets also went, and stood
1 at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the

J ()I‘dan

“8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the
waler; the water was parted to the one side and to the other,
untll the two of them crossed on dry ground.” [A/lusion to

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Ehsha "Tell me What'{I
ay do for you, before I am taken from you." Elisha said,
Please let me inherit a double share Of your splrlt 10 He




ii.;,.‘l.lAsthey continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and &
~horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a -

;]‘Whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and erying out,

_j‘f‘j':"Father father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!" But when
t he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore

them in two pieces. 13 He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had E

fallen from him, and went back and stood on the bank of the J ordan:f:‘

14 He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck |
e water, saymg, "Where 1s the Lord, the God of Ehjah?"' When he
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Z“Kings 2:“23 Elisha) went up from there to Bethel; and ’While
1e was going up on the way, some small boys came out of the
ity and jeered at him, saying, "Go away, baldhead! Go away,

baldhead!" 24 When he turned around and saw them, he cursed
hem in the name of the Lord. Then two she-bears came out Of

‘WOOdS and mauled forty-two of the boys. 25 From there h

ent on to Mount Carmel, and then returned to Samarla




- “Searching the Scriptures” after Jesus’ Death
& (Visions?!) of his Resurrection:
Ehsha Stories. Part 1 of 3: Resurrection

 ,: & 2 ng 4: “32 When Elisha came into the house, he saw the chlld

: "",{{.-;;lylng dead on his bed. 33 So he went in and closed the door on &=

he two of them, and prayed to the Lord. 34 Then he gotup on &
the bed and lay upon the child, putting his mouth upon his

“mouth, his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands;
and while he lay bent over him, the flesh of the child became
Warm 39 He got down, Walked once to and fro in the room, thenf B




’-_““Searchmg the Scrlptures after J esus Death and‘ E

(Visions?!) of his Resurrection:

Ehsha Stories. Part 2 of 3: Feedmg of the 100

2 Kihgs 4:*42 A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food
from the first fruits to the man of God: twenty loaves of barley
and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, "Give it to the

eople and let them eat." 43 But his servant said, "How can [ se
his before a hundred people?’ So he repeated, ' Give it to the
',,..e()ple and let them eat, for thus says the Lord, "They shall eat
~ and have some left.' ' 44 He set it before them, they ate, and .
- ad some left accordmg to the Word of the Lord.”




- _“Searching the Scriptures” after Jesus’ Death and

(Visions?!) of his Resurrection:

Ehsha Stories, Part 3 of 3: Curing Leprosy

2 ngs 3:1-19: 10 Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, " Go, wash in

' the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored and you shall be

clean." 11 But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, "l thought

that for me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of =
' the Lord his God, and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the

l'eprosy' 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better |
an all the waters of Israelp Could I not Wash in them, and be cleanp” |

1mself seven tlmes in the J ordan according to the word of the man 0
:_;iod, his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was




arching the Scriptures” after Jesus’ Death

1sions?!) of his Resurrection:

Flisha Stories
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Horrlﬁc Descrlptlon of Famme

o o 2 ngs 6: “26 Now as the kmg of Israel was walking on e (31ty

wall a woman cried out to him, "Help, my lord king!" 27 He
aid, "No! Let the Lord help you. How can 1 help you? From the
hreshing floor or from the wine press?' 28 But then the king® ¢

asked her, "What is your complaint?” She answered, "This

voman said to me, "Give up your son; we will eat him today, and

7 ewﬂl eat my son tomorrow.' 29 So we cooked my son and ate
m The next day I sald to her, "Give up your son and we Wlll i




2 ngs 17 “1 In the twelfth year of King Ahaz of Judah, Hoshea son of Elah
began to reign in Samaria over Israel; he reigned nine years. 2 He did what
- as evil in the sight of the Lord, yet not like the kings of Israel who were
before him. 3 King Shalmaneser of Assyria came up against him; Hoshea
became his vassal, and paid him tribute. 4 But the king of Assyria found
treachery in Hoshea; for he had sent messengers to King So of Egypt, and
ffered no tribute to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year;
:erefore the king of Assyria confined him and imprisoned him. 5 Then the
& king of Assyrla invaded all the land and came to Samaria; for three years he
~ besieged it. 6 In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria captured
‘—amarla he carried the Israelites away to Assyria. He placed them in Halah .
on the Habor, the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes. 7 This
Pccurred because the people of Israel had sinned against the Lord their G
| of Egypt from under the hand '
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Changes with King Josiah

Kings 22: “1 T eight years old when he began'to

"“__..elgn he relgned thlrty one years 1n J erusalem His mother S2




'_ﬁ,;_,-_.g - 2 Klngs 22: “8 The high priest Hilkiah said to Shaphan the T
._,_T;;fksecretary, "l have found the book of the law in the house of the
= Lord. ..Shaphan then read it aloud to the king. 11 When the
king heard the words of the book of the law, he tore his clothes. &
12 Then the king commanded the priest Hilkiah, Ahikam son of
Shaphan, Achbor son of Micaiah, Shaphan the secretary, and
he king's servant Asaiah, saying, 15 "Go, inquire of the Lord for

e, for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of

1s book that has been found; for great is the wrath of the -
ord that is kindled against us, because our ancestors did no]
bey the words of this book to do accordmg to all that is 2

<
ﬁ. :
s

rltten concermng us."
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Reforms not enough

** 2 ngs 23: %25 Before him there was no king like him, Who

| ‘*'".?*turned to the L.ord with all his heart, with all his soul, and Wlth
all his might, accordmg to all the law of Moses: nor did any hke
him arise after him. 26 Still the Lord dld not turn from the

because of all the provocations with Whlch

Mana __orovoked him. 27 The Lord said, "I will remove .
‘} fr"tfé’"'fdah als-o out of my sight, as | have removed Israel; and I Wlll




Babyloman capthty

2 Kings 25, %36 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he began to reign; he reigned

= eleven years in Jerusalem. ... 37 He did what was evil in the sight of the Lord Just ol hlS

_ancestors had done.”

: “2 ngs 24: “6 So Jehoiakim slept with his ancestors; then his son Jehoiachin succeeded

J.;'}hlm 7 The king of Egypt did not come again out of his land, for the king of Babylon had

taken over all that belonged to the king of Egypt from the Wadi of Egypt to the River

= | Euphrates 8 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign; he reigned three

" months in Jerusalem.... 9 He did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, just as his father
had done. 10 At that time the servants of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came up to
erusalem, and the city was besieged. 13 He carried off all the treasures of the house of the
ord, and the treasures of the king's house; he cut in pieces all the vessels of gold in the
mple of the Lord; which King Solomon of Israel had made, all this as the Lord had
cretold 14 He carried away all Jerusalem, all the officials, all the warriors, ten thousand
A._.:aptlves, all the artisans and the smiths; no one remained, except the poorest people of
" e land 15 He carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon; the king's mother, the king's lees,
s Ofﬁclals, and the elite of the land, he took mmto captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon 16
| he kmg of Babylon brought captive to Babylon all the men of valor, seven thousand, the
tisans and the smiths, one thousand, all of them strong and fit for war. 17 The king of
;"""bylon made Mattamah Jehoiachin's uncle, King in his place, and changed his name t
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Conclusion of the Kingdoms Saga

5 2K1ngs 25: 27 “In the thirty-seventh year of the exile of King |

& Jehoiachin of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-

: -:f’;'.,se'Venth day of the month, King Evil-merodach of Babylon, in i |

| the year that he began to reign, released King Jehoiachin of |

Judah from prison; 28 he spoke kindly to him, and gave him a
‘seat above the other seats of the kings who were with him in ]
Babylon 29 So Jehoiachin put aside his prison clothes. Every
ay of his life he dined regularly in the king's presence. 50 For

S allowance, a regular allowance was given him by the kmg, a

_’______ortlon every day, as long as he lived.”

bd S anomted/Messmh still alive in the person of the Judean :

- mg J eh()lachm released from Babyloman Capthty n 561/ 60

BCE. 37 year Of eXﬂe
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“The criticizing, energizing, and alternative
amagination of the latter prophets,




" Prophets are| some of the most

disturbing people who have ever lived.”

Ar‘i(‘)ph’ecy, then may be described as

exegesis of existence from a divine




Abrahiam Josg Hesche
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jé_amlot frustrate the sovereign power of God’s love

essiah (God’s anointed), Davidic king.

.‘7
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,.obert Wilson: prophets are not lonely voices against the

stablishment, but are in fact representative voices that give somal
xpression to what may be important and engaged socml

ﬂnstltuen(nes

"__é’dstra basm functlon ()f blbhcal prophecy was to anal




?’Prophets were interested 1n more than © WALTER BRUEGGEMANN wirn TIM SCORER

Confrontatlon | EMBRA ING T




?ThlS alternative consciousness of biblical " WALTER BRUEGGEMANN wirn TIM SCORES :
prophecy is a third way between entrenched | EMBRACING T
eonservatwe and liberal extremes. It seeks to: P Q HE

rltlelze in order to dismantle the dominant
onselousness—eehomg the hiberal tendency

1eh the eommumty of faith may move —
,eﬂeetmg the conservative tendency to live in |
rvent anticipation of the newness that God
as | 1sed and Wlll surely gwe |




Paul Rlcoeur people are changed, not by ethical urgmg, but by

transformed 1magmatlon




P ODthlC Energizing: Prophets bring to public expression those |

ery hopes and yearnings that have been denied so long and

'hey inspire a prophetic imagination that things don’t have to
e the Way_there are —an alternative to the royal COHSClousness.




| Interplay of _

Imagination & Royal Consciousness |

N

Reception
of
new world
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and 1ts old world T
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these poets
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alter Brueggemann, 7/e Prophetic Imagination

Prophetic imagination speaks of a new world, wh




New World Poetry

;ﬁ:}Exﬂe sense of not belonging, of being in an environment /LOS[ZZ@

4 to the values of the community and its vocation. Exile 1s
‘f?;spI‘aCthed by those who refuse to accept and be assimilated in the
ew situation.

anpire (Babylon): concentration of power and value which is
ominant and which is finally hostile to the covenant faith of tln;

ommumty The emplre regularly seeks to a’omesz‘zcaz‘e suc_

f_\()mecommg dramatic decision to break with imperial
tlonallty and to embrace a place Called home where covena
alues h ve currency and credll)lllty |

el _,'--—'j\. g ‘ l 42 : _;; o _»' i "--’" ?‘W-M* Soskr
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JESUS AGAINST ROME, THEN AND NO’ ._
John Dominic Crossan

Author of Jetus: A Revolutiomary Biography ‘




Oth century examples:
f‘artin_ Luther King, Jr. (I have a dream)

_»,_ahat‘ma Gandhi (independence)

ead Prophet of the airwaves (Vetwork)...I’'m mad as hell and I’

' ,g()lng to take it anymore

_ﬂ'ki.‘ommunlty Wlth an alternative, liberated 1imagination that hj
he eourage and the freedom to act 1n a d1fferent vision and a




Martin Luther King, Jr., The Strength to Love

st e AN,
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“The church must be reminded that it is
not the master or the servant of the state.

but rather the conscience of the state.

_énd never its tool.

If the church does not recapture its
prophetic zeal, it will become an irrelevant




Prophecy Historicized
or
History Remembered?:

~ Reading the “Fifth Gospel”
through
~Jewish & Christian eyes




Chapters
1-39

40-55

56-66

Book

First
Isaiah

Title

Isaiah of
Jerusalem

L )0 v ear

Isaiah of the
exile

Isaiah of the
Restoration

Second
Isaiah

Third
Isaiah

Period
Assyrian

gap
Babylonian
exile

Restoration
of Judah

B.C.E

742-701 | }

546-538

538-520

i

{




Ministry in Jerusalem (c. 742-701 or 689 BCE)
9 Geherally, Isaiah 1-39 (few exceptions interspersed)

f Second Isaiah: (Deutero-Isaiah) perhaps combined because smnlar themes} -

"""0 ﬁrst Isalah (“School of Isaiah”)

*Anonymous prophet during the time of the Babyloman exile (¢ 540
B.C.E., about 45 years afier the destruction of Judah and Jerusalem by
the Babyloman Empire and the subsequent deportation of many
sraelites to Babylon —and 149 years afier the last of First Isaiah’s ora'_clflea

Oracles in Isaiah 34-35 and 4033

rd Isaiah: (‘Irito-lsaiah): third prophet OR an older and dlsﬂlusmned:

“cond Isaiah ertmg alter the return from exile.

é:‘?'Oracles in Isalah 24- 27 (“Isalah Apocalyse”) and 56 60, from Jerusale




Isaiah as the “Fifth Gospel™?

Quoted or alluded to in the NT far more
than any other book of Hebrew Scripture
(at least 46 times in the Gospels, 30 times in

' Paul. and 30 or more times in Reyvelation) with
the possible exception of Psalms.

By the 4th century, the Christian Church

',father and translator Jerome would call

Isalah an “evangelist rather than a

,_ _.;;»prophet.

Isaiah was thought to predict the virgin
birth and elements of the passion.
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Centrality of Jerusalem

Power of God
Davidic monarchy will cont




~_ISAIAH




Isaiah’s politics
8 (from his early oracles)
ié;‘Isalah ] 17, *learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed

defend the orphan plead for the widow.”
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Isalah 6 1 |
F

- 61 ‘In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord siting on a
= Sfthrone high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple

Combare Ezekiel 1:1, “In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month

"L'_Qn the fifth day of the month, as I was among the exiles by the
wer Chebar, the heavens were opened, and | saw Vlslons of God ) k-

- - ¢ “
=1
i1

?Compare: 1: Kings 22:19, “Then Micaiah said, ‘Therefere hear the
ord of the Lord: I saw the Lord sitting on his throne, with all the &
st of heaven standing beside him to the right and to the left of




lsaiah 6

= Many speculate that Isalah 1s 1n the Jerusalem Temple during hlS
E,;?;}f":lsmn and that elements the Temple setting Contrlbute to and 1
are transformed in hlS vision:

Words of the seraphs could be from a choral antiphon that - was
eing sung (v. 2-3): “2 Seraphs were in attendance above him;
ach had six wings: Wlth two they Covered their faces, and with

29=1

t he Whole earth is full of hlS alory.
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s’alah 6 “In the year that ng Uzz1ah dled G -

fzmah e 742 BCE (with a possible seven year range fmm

écause he served a long reign as king of Judah (about 40 years).
aiah would never have experienced the rule of another king—'
"'e Ch()lce of the earthly king as a date may also be an mtentlon
contrast with God as king. .
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| -‘.‘Seraphs were 1n attendance
- above him; each had six wings:

“two they covered their faces,

o5

- and with

tWO they covered their feet, and

il

,
k7 7

.8
!
.
H

| é-with two they flew.”

e

e
o
n. 4
=4 ) » "
‘ -
Z v »
o E
2. L et >,
= s . =7 I ' ;;.{
g - . - -
S ﬁ!" WL S N s
= 7 & T e
2 ) il R "‘,_;.-"t-'——-
L P




of hos
les.

n his orac

he Lord

holy 1s t
111es 1

Y

—
e
R
_d

o)
AN
=
e
<
o i
)
AN
—
-
N
g4
o
o
]
O
[—
)
=

epit

orite

i avea IR SN




Isalah 6 8 “Wh() Wlu go f()r u ,-

rst person plural pronoun 1is a reference to the dlvme assembly

, Comloare Gen 1:20, “Then God said, ‘Let us make humankmd mA |

ur lmage accordmg to our likeness.’

‘s82-1 “God has taken his place in the divine council; in the
| 1dst Of the gods he holds judgment.”

r 23 18 “F()r who has stood in the council of the Lord SO as t()
and to hear his word?” ’

S’o"unclear 1l ~Isaiah 1s the only one being asked. Perhaps.his{;.;
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“Her ; I H iﬁz'l')

_ompare:

Gen 22:1,“1 After these things God tested Abraham. He said to
im, ‘Abraham!” And he said, ‘Here I am.”” [lsaac/Akedah]

‘ Xodus 4, “Wheh the Lord saw that he hadturnedaside to see,
od Called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses‘ And he sald |




Isalah 6 9 10

| ;;_.,9 And he said, *Go and say to this people: “Keep hstemng, but do
not comprehend keep looking, but do not understand.” 10 Make
';fthe mind of this people dull, and stop their ears, and shut their &
- ieyes so that they may not look with their eyes, and listen with thelr %

' ars, and Comprehend with their minds, and turn and be healed” &

'fsalah volunteered before knowmg the details. Does he regret h
romise after hearing these words? [1f t/zzs L /zaw you treat your




Isaiah 6:11-13

Lookmg for holoe ‘11 Then I said, ‘How long, O Lord?’ And he

_sald ‘Until cities lie waste Wlthout inhabitant, and houses |




